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McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — STATE ECONOMY 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the member for Bateman seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [2.53 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for its mismanagement of the economy, 
resulting in rising unemployment, record negative equity, record mortgage stress and chronic homelessness 
in WA. 

During question time we heard from the Premier not to look here because it is good news in WA and the economy 
is going well, yet a lot of people in Western Australia are seriously hurting. There is a lack of recognition from 
this Premier about the issues that Western Australia is facing. Let me start with the ANZ report that was put out 
last night—the ANZ Stateometer. Regarding Western Australia, it states — 

WA’s economic activity slumped further below trend, after showing some promise in the September quarter. 
All components, other than housing, weakened. For housing there was little change. 

That is from the economic report for the December quarter 2019 for Western Australia. Today, the unemployment 
level rose from 5.4 per cent to 5.8 per cent. The Premier wanted to talk about the 6 700 additional people who 
have been employed, but the reality is that they are just replacing those who lost their jobs in December. In 
Western Australia over 210 000 people are either unemployed or underemployed. It is a serious challenge. The 
latest Digital Financial Analytics report shows that 152 000 households in Western Australia are now in mortgage 
stress. By mortgage stress, they say that their monthly income is lower than their monthly expenses. The CommSec 
report that came out two weeks ago showed that mortgage growth for existing dwellings grew by 8.5 per cent in 
the last 12 months. That demonstrates that people are living off the equity in their homes. Negative equity is growing. 
The Real Estate Institute of Western Australia has said that nearly 19 per cent of houses with a mortgage are now 
in negative equity. We are approaching one in five houses in Western Australia that are in negative equity. What 
does the Premier say? He says that it is great because 50 000 jobs were added in Western Australia. He failed to 
add that 71 per cent of those jobs are part-time. He also fails to remind people of the KPMG report that said that 
in the last two years, 60 per cent of all jobs created in Western Australia were in the public sector. Where is the 
Premier on these issues? 
There are 152 000 households in mortgage stress. Let me put this in perspective. That number has grown by 62 000 
since Labor came into government. It has gone from 90 000 to 152 000 households that are in mortgage stress, 
which is a 67 per cent increase under Labor’s watch. Under the previous government, it grew by only 15 000 over 
the whole eight years. In those last couple of years things were a bit tougher, but by 2017 there were some green 
shoots. The government fails to acknowledge that because of the gross state product and exports, Western Australia 
looks okay at a broader economic level. That is due to the capacity that was built into industry and the economy 
under the previous government. What is the government doing? What policies of this government will help 
Western Australia move forward? 
The underlying data shows that things are getting worse for Western Australians. It is not the people who live 
within eight kilometres of the CBD or along the river or next to the beach. It is electorates further out, and government 
backbenchers need to take heed if their Premier is going to ignore their constituencies. The member for Baldivis 
knows that his electorate is ground zero for mortgage defaults in Western Australia. Do members know that the 
forecast is that in the next 12 months, mortgage defaults in Western Australia will be nearly double the national 
average? The national average is expected to be around 2.2 per cent, but we are expecting that 4.2 per cent of 
mortgages will default in Western Australia. That is nearly double the national average. 
These are issues and concerns that the Premier needs to take heed of. Let us have a closer look at what the government 
is doing. The Premier has started to backflip on policies, but it is not in time. The first act of this Premier was to 
remove Perth’s regional city status. As a result, it lost two per cent of its market share of international students. 
That is the fourth largest industry in Australia and delivered $37.5 billion last financial year. That two per cent drop 
was $750 million ripped out of our domestic economy per annum. The Premier has done the backflip, but, by the 
time he did it, enrolments had finished for this year, so the state will not see any potential benefit until at least after 
the election in 2020–21. It is too late. 
The Premier has talked about payroll tax and said that the opposition was opposed to reducing it. But the bill went 
through yesterday and if the Premier looks at Hansard, he will see that we said we would support it and have 
always supported the reduction. But let us be clear: this payroll tax reduction will not be much of an economic benefit. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 20 February 2020] 

 p968c-978a 
Speaker; Mr Dean Nalder; Mr Vincent Catania; Mr Tony Krsticevic; Mrs Liza Harvey; Mr Mark McGowan; Ms 

Simone McGurk; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [2] 

During debate on the bill, the Premier is reported in Hansard as saying that 11 000 businesses will get some benefit. 
But the maximum benefit is $9 000. The government will collect 1.1 per cent of payroll tax in the next four years. 
That is how much it is giving back. It is giving eight per cent of the growth in payroll tax that it is predicting in 
the next four years. That is not really helping businesses. We are not opposed to it. We want them to get something 
but we want it to be meaningful, because businesses are hurting and households are hurting. The Premier is ignoring 
that fact and we will continue to pressure him all the way to the election, because he is not doing anything to look 
after Western Australian households. Western Australians are financially worse off under this government—full 
stop. The value in their homes has gone backwards nonstop under this government, with rising negative equity. 
I turn to household charges. The Premier talked about power price increases and the percentage rates of 10 years 
ago, but he forgot to say that he compounded that problem by putting his power price increases on top of the 
previous power increases. He did that at a time when there was no wage growth. The Premier should look at wage 
growth between 2008 and 2012. He knows darn well that Western Australians were already struggling in 2017 
when Labor came to power, but he opted over the first two years of his government to increase power prices by 
19 per cent. It did not stop there. The power increase for single pensioner households was over 30 per cent, and 
for 20 000 Western Australian small businesses, the power increase was more than 40 per cent. These are the sort 
of actions the Premier took, yet he wonders why there has been an increase in mortgage stress and the default rate 
is double the national average. The Premier is responsible for it and his government is responsible for it. We are 
looking to the Premier to take action to give some confidence to the people of Western Australia that he has an 
understanding of the existing economic conditions, because at this point he is taking no responsibility. He wants 
to be the good news Premier who puts out some spin about how good things are: “Look at this; this is great.” But 
the reality of it is that some underlying fundamentals are not good. The Premier should show some concern, but 
there is none—absolutely none—other than the government’s decision to try to buy votes. It has flagged to the 
community of Western Australia that it will freeze power prices in the next budget. We are 12 months out from an 
election and, surprise, surprise! The government doubled the rate of power price increases in its first two years in 
government and now it has decided to freeze them in its last year and say, “Gee, we’re good guys. We had to 
manage the financials. We were left with a mess.”  

We started to panic about coronavirus, but the iron ore price is still at $US85. In 2015, it went below $US40. That 
was totally outside the control of the former government. The increased revenue the government is getting from 
iron ore and the GST fix will be more than $5 billion this year. It budgeted on an additional $4.35 billion and we 
know it is tracking well above $5 billion towards $6 billion. These are the challenges, Premier. He has had the 
windfall benefit of a fix in the GST and a global iron ore price that is delivering multiple billions of dollars, yet 
households continue to struggle, and with more than 210 000 unemployed and underemployed, that is a serious 
issue that needs action from this government, which has been totally absent in the Western Australian economy. 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [3.03 pm]: The Nationals WA supports this motion moved by the 
member for Bateman. This is all about the trading halt that occurred in regional Western Australia in March 2017. 
Regional WA is on life support. Regional Western Australia is doing it tough, yet the government has had 
a windfall from the iron ore price. The Labor Party said that it would keep royalties for regions, but we have seen 
that money go out of regional WA, which is doing it tough. Small businesses in regional WA have not been hit 
as hard in the last 10 years as they have in the past three years of the Labor government. Fifty thousand small 
businesses across regional WA are doing it tough and are on life support. The power and water price increases 
that this government imposed, especially on small businesses, are filtering right through the community. 
Business in regional Western Australia and, indeed, in the whole of Western Australia, have closed down. 
Companies that have been around for 50 years have closed because of the government’s inaction and the trading 
halt that it has put on the economy of Western Australia. It is a trading halt and it is trying to blame the previous 
Liberal–National government, but do members know what? The people of Western Australia are hurting 
because the government is not spending. In this time of economic need, the government must stimulate the 
economy. How does a government stimulate the economy? It ensures that spending occurs, particularly in 
regional Western Australia, which is where the state’s and Australia’s wealth comes from. We need royalties to 
flow back into our regional communities so that we can keep growing them, because they are going backwards 
under this Labor government.  

Let me tell members that nothing is happening over the other side of the Darling Scarp. Those people are drowning 
in the increasing costs of power and water. The cost of water in regional WA has gone up by 50 per cent under the 
government’s watch. Businesses that have a toilet have a toilet tax—a tax that should be flushed away. It costs 
a hotel with 16 toilets $2 000 before those toilets have even been flushed, and that is in one month. Members, there 
is a serious problem occurring in regional WA. Businesses are going broke. Communities are starving because there 
are no jobs. We are looking at a government that has casualised its own workforce. It is leading the way in casualising 
the employment of Western Australians, followed by the resources sector, which has casualised its employment. 
When casual workers go to a bank to get a loan, the bank says, “No, because you’re a casual employee.” That is 
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the problem. The government has to change the way it operates because it is killing the economy by casualising 
the workforce and allowing the resources sector to do the same. The government has increased taxes in regional 
Western Australia, which is killing off small businesses. Enough is enough. Our economy is dying. We need 
a stimulus package, given the fact that tourism in regional Western Australia will die over the next 12 months 
under the government’s watch. We need a stimulus package to keep Western Australia alive. 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [3.06 pm]: Last Tuesday, the Premier gave his address for 2020. He had 
unlimited time to speak about what his government has achieved in the last three years and what it will do in the 
next 12 months and its future vision. He was able to give that summary in 34 minutes. During that 34 minutes, not 
once did he mention the community services sector—the Western Australian Council of Social Service and the 
500-plus not-for-profit organisations that are doing their bit to try to help struggling Western Australians. 
Five hundred thousand Western Australians are being supported by the community services sector. They deal with 
homelessness and many other issues. Foodbank does not have enough food. People have food insecurity and more 
than 20 000 children go to school hungry every day. The Premier could not find even one minute to talk about the 
community services sector and the great work that it does; however, he had plenty of time to talk about puppy 
farming. He said nothing about the 500 000 people who are suffering. He did not talk about the 1 000 social houses 
that have been sold. He forgot to mention that in December 2019, after two years and nine months in government, 
the community services sector ran a campaign against the government because it has deserted the sector and the 
people of Western Australia. Guess what? In eight and a half years of a Liberal–National government, the 
community services sector did nothing against us. It worked with us. We worked in collaboration with it. At the 
end of the Premier’s speech, he said that WA is back on track, when really what he meant to say was that WA is 
heading for a train wreck under his leadership. Why is that campaign being run? All we have to do is look at a media 
release by the community services sector, which states — 

Representatives from the Community Services Sector have held meetings with … Premier Mark McGowan 
and he gave no clear acknowledgment of the scale of the issues faced. 

… Louise Giolitto says that the Community Service Sector and the State Government have reached an 
impasse which is underpinned by a lack of understanding … 

“We need the State Government to put people first … 

The 2020–21 WACOSS budget submission states — 

… complex machinery of government changes and a lack of communication have led to a loss of clarity 
in roles and responsibilities and contact points, particularly in the Department of Communities. 

The sector is struggling with ‘reform fatigue’, with organisations and consumers participating in multiple 
consultation and strategies without seeing it translate into new services, investments or ways of doing things. 

It is a total failure, according to WACOSS. The media release continues — 

There is clear frustration that the promises of more collaborative and joined-up service design and 
delivery have not materialised … 

What did the Minister for Community Services say on 27 June 2019 when we talked about homelessness issues in 
Fremantle? Quoting Hansard, she said — 

It is not that bad. I live in the middle of it. It is okay … 

If that is her attitude to homelessness in Fremantle, what chance has anybody in the rest of the state of 
Western Australia got? Back in October 2019, we moved to suspend standing orders in this house to debate 
a motion on directing more resources and funding to homelessness services in Perth and Western Australia. What 
did the member for Midland, the Minister for Police, have to say during that debate? She stated — 

This suspension of standing orders demonstrates how much the opposition is struggling. … Normally, 
we would expect an opposition to come back with a substantial matter of public interest for debate, but 
members opposite have nothing. 

A substantial matter! Five hundred thousand people are struggling. Homelessness is reported on the front page of 
The West Australian and is being discussed online by tourists—backpackers—because we now have homeless 
people living in backpackers’ lodges. Comments have been made by people around the world who have seen the state 
of homelessness here, saying it is absolutely appalling. Not only that, but also the Minister for Police should know 
that 41 per cent of homeless people are victims of domestic and family violence. She thought it was inappropriate 
for us to bring the matter of domestic and family violence to the attention of Parliament, even though we have 
a minister who is supposedly responsible for that area. Homelessness is out of control and we want more funding 
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to go towards it. The Labor Party voted it down. It voted down more funding for the not-for-profit sector for 
homelessness support services. 

The budget papers for every single year from 2017–18 show that the government has reduced the budget for 
homelessness support services. Western Australia’s contribution to that was reduced by around $7 million in both 
2018–19 and 2019–20. The government has taken out nearly $14 million and keeps saying that it will put more 
funding into it. The government’s own budget papers show that it is reducing funding. Every time the commonwealth 
puts more money into services, the state government rips out the equivalent amount. 

Ms S.F. McGurk: You’d better learn to read the budget papers properly.  

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It is in the government’s budget papers; that is all we need to see. 

We can look at the number of family and domestic violence crisis beds in Western Australia. In 2016–17, there 
were 300 crisis beds for family and domestic violence victims in this state. Three years later, in 2019–20, there 
were only 298. There has been a reduction in the number of crisis beds over the last three years. Under the Minister 
for the Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence, less accommodation is available now than in 2016–17. In 
2016–17, there were 253 crisis beds; now there are 246—a reduction of seven. It is absolutely unbelievable. 

When the Premier refused to visit the homeless in Rockingham, even after “Laurie” committed suicide, the 
Minister for Community Services was out there defending the Premier, with an article stating — 

Labor politicians have stepped in to defend Premier Mark McGowan over his decision to not attend the camp. 

Ministers were defending the Premier for not attending the homeless camp. We know that the Foster Care Association 
of WA has said that there is a crisis in the Department of Communities, specifically with child protection. That is 
the body that is calling that out, not me. It is an absolute disgrace. 

Alan and Lynn Cone, whom I brought to this Parliament, were promised by the Premier that they would be found 
accommodation. One and a half months after that promise, nothing had been done. I went down there. An article 
was published in the local paper, and I brought it to Parliament. All of a sudden, the Premier made sure that they 
got a house. That was after he had made a commitment to them and had done nothing. 

The community services sector has been saying for so long that it is in crisis. It is no wonder. Back in April 2017, 
in a cartoon on the front page of The West, with the headline “WA’s Great Depression”, the Premier was depicted 
as a homeless person standing around a barrel. That was his vision for the future, not the Premier’s Statement 
that he delivered last Tuesday. That was the statement he was giving to the people of Western Australia. It is 
an absolute disgrace. 

You need to step up in this space. You need to do something real. The community services sector is attacking you, 
Premier; it is attacking your government. That is unprecedented. It is running a campaign against you. You need 
to do something about this. You need to help. 
The SPEAKER: Member, through the Chair, please. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: These people are human beings. They need the Premier’s support. They need his help and 
he is letting them down. We can walk anywhere through the City of Perth now and see homeless people. The 
Premier waves them away. He does not care. If he does not care about Rockingham, why does he care about those 
in Perth, Fremantle, Mandurah and every other area? 
MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [3.14 pm]: As my members and the member 
for North West Central have already articulated, during the past six months the opposition parties in this state have 
kept the pressure on the government over the mismanagement of the domestic economy, the fallout of which is 
being felt right across regional Western Australia and metropolitan Perth. The Premier had an opportunity in the 
statement that he delivered to this chamber on Tuesday last week to outline his plan to reverse the catastrophic 
decline of the economy and the catastrophic outcomes of his decisions that have caused this failing of our domestic 
economy. He was given that opportunity. As the member for Carine said, in just 34 short minutes, the Premier failed 
to articulate his plan for the future of Western Australia. The real issue is that the McGowan government does not 
know the difference between economic management and financial management. It is sitting on rivers of gold. 
Those rivers of gold have been created by an extended period of high royalty revenues to the government and the 
Morrison government’s GST fix. The government received a windfall of $11 billion from the GST and royalty 
revenues—$11 000 per household in Western Australia—yet it has not outlined its plan to try to improve the lot 
of all those households that are hurting. That is why the opposition has raised this issue in Parliament again and 
again, and we will continue to do so until we hear a clear, cohesive message from the Premier about his plans to 
reverse the trend in the domestic economy in Western Australia. 
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We know that 152 000 Western Australian households are experiencing mortgage stress. That has had a flow-on 
effect on small business and all aspects of the economy. We know that the decisions of the McGowan government 
have caused problems in our economy. At midnight on the night that the Premier was declared Premier of the state 
after the March 2017 election win, he wrote to the Prime Minister and asked that Western Australia’s regional 
migration status be removed. As the member for Bateman articulated, that had an immediate and catastrophic 
impact on international student enrolments. International student enrolments are a key part of our export industry. 
They bring family visitation. Students and their families rent houses, buy houses, spend money in our economy 
and spend money at our universities. Our numbers have fallen off a cliff because of that problem. That matter has 
been reversed, but it will take years to bring confidence back to the international student market and for the parents 
of international students to start looking to Western Australia as a place to send their children and spend their 
money as an investment in their future. They had the door slammed in their faces. Every other state was rolling 
out the red carpet, but apparently Western Australia was saying, “Go away; we don’t want your money. We want 
to hurt our domestic economy as much as we possibly can.” 
Then the seven per cent foreign investor tax was imposed on a housing market that was in freefall. Over the past year, 
we have seen a 5.7 per cent reduction in the median house price in Western Australia. This is a significant issue. The 
decision of this government to impose a tax when the market was in decline just made no economic sense at all. Other 
states put their foreign investor tax in place when their markets were overheated. They wanted to discourage foreign 
investment so that housing affordability could be addressed and local Australians could purchase property. Our market 
was in freefall. We have 152 000 households in mortgage stress. Those home owners are desperate to sell their house 
or see an increase in the value of their homes to take some of the pressure off. What does this government do? It 
introduced a tax to further exacerbate that problem and reduce the potential for buyers to come into the market. That is 
what the Premier did. On top of all this, he jacked up household fees and charges. Electricity costs went up, water costs 
went up and big families were taxed. The Economic Regulation Authority told us that every Western Australian 
household was being taxed an additional $400 by the Water Corporation for over-recovery. We heard nothing from 
the government about solutions to that. We have stagnant wages growth, an increased cost of living, falling housing 
prices and record mortgage stress, and no answers from this government about what it will do about that.  
We have been calling for an economic stimulus package, and it has fallen on deaf ears. The one solution that the 
Premier has come up with is some changes to payroll tax. We supported that. It went through the Parliament in no 
time flat. It was supported by every single Liberal member in this place, and will be in the other place. As the 
member for Bateman has outlined, that is a bandaid solution for an economy that the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Western Australia—a former adviser to the Treasurer—has said is an economy in survival mode. The 
economy is in survival mode, and we get a bandaid fix. It is like giving someone a bucket while the tidal wave is 
coming and saying they should start bailing out. 
It is not enough, Premier. The Premier has an opportunity now to outline his plan for the economy, his plan to 
reverse this, his plan to bring some hope and optimism to Western Australian families, who are now worse off 
than they were in March 2017. The Premier said he would provide solutions to their economic woes. Instead, he 
has added to them, with increased fees and charges; he has thrown demand away from the housing sector—pushed 
it away; and he has closed the door on international student numbers. The Premier’s decisions have had a significant 
impact on the problems that householders are facing every single day. The Premier has an opportunity now to not 
continue to give us that banal rhetoric that we should stop being negative and we should stop talking down the 
economy. We are actually not negative, Premier. We are really optimistic. As we get out and about in the community, 
everyone is telling us that they cannot point to one achievement of this government. They cannot point to one project 
that this government has started and finished that has created jobs and been good for the state. They cannot name 
one. All they talk about is that the government is at ribbon-cutting ceremonies to open projects that the former 
government started. They have seen no projects started and finished by this government in over three years. That 
is what the people in the community are telling us. That is why we are actually very optimistic. However, we give 
the government a negative score for its management of the economy. We are negative about the government’s 
management if the economy. Householders are hurting. We are hearing that across the length and breadth of 
this state. People in the wheatbelt communities that have been affected by drought are not getting a response. 
People are not getting solutions from the Premier around the issues that are affecting regional and metropolitan 
Western Australia as we speak. 
Members opposite only need to look at the CBD. The decay in our CBD is reflective of our decaying economy. 
Walk through our CBD. We were proud of it. Look at what our government did. We undergrounded the bus station. 
We joined up Northbridge and the Perth CBD. We built Elizabeth Quay. It was a beautiful city two and a half or 
three years ago. The demise of the CBD is reflective of this government’s management. Since this government 
came into office, it has been managing the City of Perth. The CBD is reflective of the economic state and the 
economic woes of this state. What we need to hear from the Premier is not some sort of shaming session about 
how we are talking the economy down and being negative. The Premier should give us his solutions to reverse the 
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problems that he has created and to turn around the fortunes of Western Australia. The community is thirsty for 
that. The people of Western Australia want to hear the Premier’s ideas. They want to hear his solutions. They want 
a change in their financial circumstances. They are looking to the Premier to provide that, and he has no answers. 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [3.23 pm]: We will not be supporting the motion. It is just 
a grab-bag of negativity, and, frankly, some shocking and outrageous statements by the shadow Minister for 
Housing, who is the most disgraceful person in this Parliament. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Shadow minister for whatever he is—not even housing. He is the most disgraceful person 
in this Parliament. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, you had your chance . 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What the member for Carine said was disgraceful, and his colleagues know it. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member for Carine has no standards. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am not accepting any interjections from that member. 
The fact of the matter is the opposition does not listen to anything that happens. It takes no notice of anything it is 
advised of. I want to take members through some facts. As I outlined in the Parliament earlier—I want members 
opposite to understand this—in the nearly three years that we have been in office, the number of people employed in 
Western Australia, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, has climbed by 58 000. The number of people 
employed in Western Australia has climbed by nearly 60 000 people. The number of people in Western Australia 
employed additionally in the month of January was half the number of people employed in the entire nation. As 
I said, for a state with one-tenth of the national population, 50 per cent of the national jobs were created in 
Western Australia in January. That is what has occurred. The reality is that Western Australia has the highest 
participation rate of any of the states. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Honestly, Mr Speaker. The Liberal Party is so bereft of talent. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! If you are listening, you are not talking. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The participation rate in Western Australia is the highest of all the states. If Western Australia 
had the national participation rate, our unemployment rate would be the lowest, or almost the lowest, in the nation. 
That is the reality. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, you have had your chance. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: I was going to ask if he would accept an interjection. 
The SPEAKER: No. I am going to kick you out. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the reality when it comes to the participation rate. These are fundamental facts of 
economic analysis, which everyone understands. Any economist would tell us that that is the reality when it comes 
to the participation rate. Obviously, other states like South Australia, Tasmania, New South Wales and Victoria 
have a lower participation rate than us. South Australia, Tasmania and Queensland have a higher unemployment 
rate than us. Western Australia has a higher unemployment rate than New South Wales and Victoria, but we have 
a much higher participation rate. We want to get unemployment down. 
I understand that many people across the state need work and many people want more work. That is why every 
day we work on initiatives to deal with that situation. We announce things every single day, whether it is public 
investment or private investment, to make sure that occurs. We have had historic low growth in public sector jobs. 
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But we have ensured, through our Western Australian Jobs Act, that a whole range of capital projects employ more 
Western Australians. Those are the sorts of things we are doing to ensure we get more jobs into Western Australia. 
As I have outlined to the house on numerous occasions, we have put a huge effort into capital works to build our 
state, whether it is rail or road or all sorts of other initiatives across the state. Earlier today, the Minister for 
Culture and the Arts talked about the new Perth Museum, which we started in 2017 and will finish later this year. 
For all those initiatives—not so much the Museum, but the other initiatives—we have received huge amounts of 
federal government investment to support us in those initiatives and to create jobs in public investment and build 
the state for the long-term future. 
The Minister for Planning cops a lot of criticism from members opposite. They do not want seem to want higher-density 
investments around the state, whether at the old Subiaco markets site, in South Perth, or around the state, to create 
alternative living options for people. The Minister for Planning is making decisions to make those things happen. 
Members opposite criticise us about employment, and then they attack the minister for making those decisions. 
Do they not think that is a bit hypocritical? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: No, they do not. That is because they live in an alternate universe. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Minister for Planning is doing that every single day. That creates jobs for people in 
construction. Other cities around Australia and around the world have a mix of styles of living. Perth has one of 
the largest footprints of any city in the world, with a population of about two million people. Obviously we need 
to have more rail, and we need to have more styles of living that will enable people to find alternative forms of 
living as they age, or perhaps when they are younger—when they are younger and when they are older, essentially. 
That is what we are doing but we get criticised for it. Members opposite attack us for it every single day. They 
come in here and say, “Why aren’t you creating more jobs?” The Minister for Planning creates more jobs and then 
they say, “We don’t want that.” They are good construction jobs and alternative ways for people to live and enjoy 
their lives. That is the situation with employment. We would like to see more jobs in Western Australia, but jobs 
growth has been significant and sustained over the last three years, as opposed to the few years before that when 
it went backwards. 
When it comes to housing, most of the decline in house values occurred over the period up until March 2017 when 
the China boom, if you like, started to wind down from mid-2010 to 2015 or thereabouts. The big decline in house 
values took place until March 2017. Around 70 per cent of the decline in house values took place during the term 
of the last government. It is flattening out now and, as we know, rental vacancies are very low. Low rental vacancies 
are normally a presage of additional investment and building activity at least. As the population grows, and the 
population is growing, we will see some activity. There was an oversupply in housing during those years. Anyone 
in real estate will say that there was an oversupply in those years and that takes some time to soak up. That is what 
has occurred in the housing market. We have put in place numerous initiatives to create opportunities for people 
to get a loan through our Keystart initiative. We have cut stamp duty to ensure that additional developments get 
underway and we have cut payroll tax to ensure that small businesses are able to employ people and see some of 
those benefits. We have taken many initiatives across the state to stimulate the economy. The Leader of the Opposition 
has asked what we are doing to stimulate the economy, ignoring the cuts made in the last couple of months to 
payroll tax and stamp duty and a massive cut in TAFE fees to get more people into training for jobs in the priority 
areas that the economy will need—aged care, the defence industry, hospitality and tourism, and Metronet-related 
jobs. She also ignored the very targeted and easy-to-roll-out maintenance packages in schools and hospitals. They 
are easy to roll out and do not have a long gestation period. With those initiatives, we can get carpenters, plumbers, 
electricians or other tradespeople on the job very quickly. We made that $300 million decision late last year. Within 
a week of the Prime Minister advising me of the decision to stop people from China from coming to 
Western Australia—that is essentially what it was—we announced a $13 million initiative in tourism and airfares. 
We were the first government in Australia to take action. Within two days of that decision, we held a round table 
with four industries—international students, tourism, oil and gas, and mining and agriculture—to hear their views. 
We have taken them all up with the federal government, which is responding positively. The state government is 
doing all those things. 

Yesterday I listed the numerous initiatives the state is taking to get activity underway in the state’s economy, 
whether it be in public or private investment. I attended a resources event this morning. There is an air of optimism 
in the resources industry because the government listens and makes decisions to get projects underway. There is 
an air of optimism in the business community because this government has the financial management skills that 
were not evident for the eight years prior to our election. That is a fact. We got credit rating upgrades; members 
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opposite did not do that. They lost credit ratings. We talk about this every day; it is like groundhog day. They ask 
me a question and I give them the answer every day.  

The reality is that the previous government lost the credit rating over its eight years in office. It had two downgrades. 
Since we have been in office, we have had upgrades from both Standard and Poor’s and Moody’s. Over the last 
three years, we have had the best financial management of any state government in Australia, or any government 
in Australia actually. We have had the best management of the finances of any government in Australia. What 
does that mean? It means that we have arrested the relentless climbing debt that we inherited. Members opposite 
say, “Blow all that. Let all that go.” They want us to go back to the old days when they just let it all go. They did 
not have proper budget processes. They did not restrain themselves in government. We have had to work every 
single day for the last three years to deal with that. They pretend that that does not exist and it is something that 
never happened. Obviously, we have to deal with that. Imagine if we allowed the credit rating to keep going down 
and the finances to go out of control like members opposite did in government. We would be climbing towards 
a $70 billion, $80 billion or $90 billion debt if we had their trajectory in place. Obviously, we had to take some 
difficult steps, but we have also ensured that in the first three years in government, the climb in fees and charges 
has been less than half of that in the first three years of the previous government. In the last budget, the climb in 
fees and charges was the lowest in 13 years. 

We are doing everything we can. We understand that many people are looking for work and many small businesses 
are suffering. I understand that. It is a little known fact that in good times or bad, most new small businesses actually 
do not make it. That is a sad statistic. We are doing everything we can to support the economy, create jobs, attract 
private and foreign investment and repair the state’s budget. We are also trying to attract federal investment into 
the state, ensure that projects get underway as quickly as possible and create greater job security for people in the 
public sector—so they can buy a car or get a mortgage and all those sorts of things—at the same time as arresting 
government spend. Government is a balancing act. We could do what Campbell Newman did and cut everything 
and sack everyone, but we are not doing that. We could do what members opposite did in office, which was to let 
everything go and let the finances run rampant, or we can take the responsible, middle-of-the-road, sensible course 
and provide security for people in the workplace, tighten the rein on expenditure, attract private investment and 
maximise local jobs. That is the course that we have adopted. The criticisms of members opposite are a wild grab 
bag of things that they have heard, statistics they have made up or outrageous slurs, including in the case of one 
member, an embarrassment to the Liberal Party — 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: An embarrassment to the Liberal Party is what you are. In my view, and a view strongly shared 
by the people around the state, the Liberal Party these days is not a shell of what it once was in Western Australia. 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [3.37 pm]: I rise also to oppose this motion. 
It is offensive in so many ways, particularly when I hear the member for Carine making shrill but, at the same 
time, hollow claims about the way this government is treating the social problems that have beset a number of 
governments. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! You had your go. 

Ms S.F. McGURK: We are responding to those problems in an immediate way by making sure there is immediate 
support for some of the most vulnerable in our community. A good example is over $7 million in additional 
funding for financial counselling, which the Liberal–National government cut when it was in office. We have sat 
down with the sector and those affected by some of these very complex problems to make sure we put in place 
a more sophisticated evidence-based approach to get better outcomes for those involved. Some of that work is best 
demonstrated by our homelessness policy. When the opposition and the public talk about the homelessness figures, 
they are talking about the 2016 figures. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms S.F. McGURK: We should think about who was in government at the time when we think about the 9 000 homeless 
people across Western Australia. Nevertheless, we understand that this is a — 
A member interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! You are not even in your own seat, so I would be very quiet. 
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Ms S.F. McGURK: This is the problem that has bedevilled numerous successive governments over the years. We 
are getting on with not only providing immediate support, as I said, but also looking at the systems involved to 
provide better outcomes for very vulnerable Western Australians. People understand that it is a very complex issue. 
The Minister for Transport is pointing out that the member for Carine has not bothered listening, but that does not 
surprise me at all, because he is not interested in understanding these problems and understanding what we can do 
as a government. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the third time. You get up, have a crack, and as soon 
as someone has a crack back at you, you want to get involved. No-one had a go back at you when you were up 
there, so take what you give. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: He is not interested in understanding how a government can work with the community sector 
and the community as a whole to provide better outcomes for vulnerable Western Australians. These models are 
available and the idea of using a Housing First approach to make sure that we have the right housing coupled with 
the right supports has been shown both in Western Australia and overseas to provide incredibly good outcomes 
for homeless people. 
The SPEAKER: Members, you brought a motion to the government. The government is answering; now you are 
having a meeting. 
Ms S.F. McGURK: The September 2018 report of the Western Australian 50 Lives 50 Homes project, which is 
a Housing First approach, picked some of the most chronically homeless people amongst its clientele. It used 
a measure for this, with clients who, on average, had been street present for 5.6 years, and some family clients 
homeless for 2.8 years. As of June 2018, it had housed 147 people with an 88 per cent retention rate. That is 
impressive. Through the University of Western Australia, it was able to measure the associated savings to do with 
that clientele. The client health outcomes have been significant, so it had to access longitudinal hospital data. There 
was a 24 per cent reduction in the number of people presenting to emergency departments, a 39 per cent reduction 
in total presentations compared with the previous six months and a 28 per cent reduction in the number of people 
admitted as an inpatient. These are significant outcomes from using a Housing First approach. There were also 
changes to the offending once those people were housed, with a 45 per cent reduction in offences committed and 
a large reduction of 80 per cent for drug-related offences. These are street-present people, some of the most 
chronically homeless in our community. With a Housing First approach and 147 of those clients—the figure is 
now higher as this is a 2018 finding—there was an 88 per cent retention in housing and some fantastic reductions 
not only in the cost to our health services and better health outcomes for those people, but also some fantastically 
improved outcomes for the community regarding offending from those people, including an 80 per cent reduction 
in drug-related offences and public order offences down 100 per cent. That is the cornerstone of what we are doing 
with our homelessness approach. 
We know that homelessness is a problem in Western Australia and around the country; we have only to go to other 
capital cities in particular, but also regional centres, to see that. We sat down with the sector and said, “Let’s look 
at what the evidence shows will be effective in the short, medium and long term.” That is what we have done. We 
have sat down and done that work for our homelessness strategy. For the first five years we are prioritising those 
people who are sleeping rough, and then in the second five years we will look at the causes of homelessness. It is 
a sophisticated approach. We have backed that up with $72 million of new funding for two common ground 
facilities and a Housing First approach. It will take work, it will take some time, but I am convinced that it will be 
an effective strategy, unlike members on the other side, who have been appalling in their sensationalism of this 
issue. On the one hand they have been saying that we need to provide more money, and on the other they are calling 
people meth zombies. On the one hand, they are saying that we need to do a strategy. That is what the Leader of 
the Opposition said in July last year. She said that we just need to sit down with the sector and develop a strategy. 
That is exactly what we spent a year doing. On the other hand, in 2015, when there was an issue about turning 
a sprinkler on in King Street, the Leader of the Opposition, then Minister for Police, said that the community sector 
is given money to do this work, and it should just get on and do it. That is what she said. Members opposite are 
full of contradictions and shrill, hysterical claims about the state of very vulnerable people in Western Australia, 
but we are providing immediate support and looking at the best evidence-based approach that will give us good 
outcomes for some of the most vulnerable people in our community. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [3.45 pm]: I thank the Minister for Community 
Services for her excellent contribution to the debate and outlining what we have been doing in the community 
sector. I also note that many people who have participated in this debate have left the chamber, so obviously they 
did not take it seriously enough to want to hang around and listen to the response. 
Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I think it is worthwhile, given the opposition’s focus on personal explanations. Given the 
contribution of the opposition and comments made on the other side—particularly the member for Carine—I think 
the rest of today and possibly the whole of the next day’s sitting will be taken up by personal explanations on our 
side. The member for Carine sits there smiling after making some of the most outrageous and dirty accusations 
I have ever heard in this place. 
The Leader of the Opposition stood up and said that no projects had been started and finished under this government. 
Ms S.E. Winton: I am driving on one every day! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I was just about to start there. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, you will be driving home early on that road if you do not be quiet. I call 
you to order for the second time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Leader of the Opposition said that no projects had been started and completed under this 
government. I wish the Leader of the Opposition was here to hear that, because I recall seeing her at Bob Hawke 
College a couple of weeks ago. She was sitting in the audience at Bob Hawke College—a project that we started 
and completed within three years of government. As I recall, she was sitting there. I am not sure whether she 
thought her government had started it, but we were there opening a project that we had started. The member for 
Wanneroo is driving on one every day—another project started and completed under this government. The 
Armadale Road duplication—I do not think there are any members from that corridor here—is another project we 
started and completed. I do not know what the opposition has been looking at, but I have been visiting a lot of 
schools that have been started and finished under this government. For example, we started and finished the new 
Banksia Grove Primary School. Next week, we will go out to Caversham to see Caversham Valley Primary School, 
plus a significant number of primary schools around WA that were started and finished under this government. 
Another key note or fact for people to use is that 38 contracts have been signed in my transport portfolio within 
our first three years, compared with 14 signed under the previous government’s first three years. This whole idea 
that nothing is happening is very hollow. It might have been driven by some sort of market research company, but 
it does not ring true when I drive the streets and see the work happening. Of course, as the Premier said, the 
opposition has been opposing a lot of these works. The shadow Minister for Transport was saying that we should 
not go into the Marshall Road lands for the Ellenbrook rail line. She wanted to delay the Ellenbrook rail line. 
Contractors are out there doing their best to deliver our projects. The Liberal Party thinks we should have contracts 
ripped away from them. When it comes to planning, as the Premier said, the Liberal Party is opposing pretty much 
every new development. Again, why does the opposition say there is nothing happening when there is so much 
happening in Western Australia? 
I turn to another key fact about taxes and charges and some of the misleading claims the opposition makes. Again, 
the member for Riverton is not here, but the other day he asked, “Has the government cut any of the land tax increases 
put in by the previous government?” He recognises that the previous government increased land tax three times in 
a row and increased the metropolitan region improvement levy, which is a land tax. The member for Riverton 
stood up and asked whether we had increased the metropolitan region improvement tax. I said, “No, we did not.” 
He said, “Yes, the government did.” I said “No, we did not.” He said, “The minister must check the budget.” I have 
a pretty good recollection of these things, but I did double-check the budget, and no, we have not increased the 
metropolitan region improvement tax; in fact, the previous government had planned and budgeted an extension of 
this MRIT into regional WA. The former government, including the National Party, had budgeted for and forecast 
an extension of the MRIT. We took a decision not to allow that to happen, so in a sense we cut the levy; we did 
not increase it. That is another misleading claim. 
We can look at all areas of the economy. The Minister for Tourism is not here unfortunately, but he is working hard 
getting new flights and promoting intrastate travel. There is so much happening in that area. Across entire portfolios 
ministers are working hard, driving new jobs and opportunities. I turn to cuts to TAFE fees. It is so good to see young 
people being able to get back into training in WA. Look at Metronet. There are projects happening everywhere. 
Despite what the opposition wants to claim, people know that we are delivering our commitments. The negativity, 
whingeing and dial-a-cliché does not work, because people are living and breathing the works throughout regional WA. 

I have to talk about regional WA. I was in the wheatbelt yesterday with the Deputy Prime Minister for another 
project delivered by the state government in conjunction with the federal government. Signature projects were left 
on the table for many years, projects that we picked up that were sometimes very difficult to deliver. I give the 
Bunbury Outer Ring Road as an example. We have taken the challenge and we are delivering these projects. There 
is Albany and there is the Karratha–Tom Price Road. Again, there are projects everywhere underway that we are 
working on. There is this whole idea that we are not doing anything regional in WA, that there are no works 
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happening, but, as I said, we just have to drive to any suburb, any community, to see the record amount of projects 
out there and the record spend. There is Metronet. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for North West Central is going to spend $1.2 billion on regional airfares, as he 
claimed on radio. 
We continue to focus on driving jobs. The Premier outlined other key components of our stimulus package, for 
example, education maintenance. Every school in WA is getting upgrades, again something that the previous 
government did not deliver. Is it Flinders Park Primary School, Mr Speaker? 
The SPEAKER: Mount Lockyer. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Sorry, Mount Lockyer Primary School is getting a complete rebuild as well. 
The SPEAKER: They are all getting a bit. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There is a record number of projects in WA—throughout regional WA and throughout the 
metropolitan area. This is a motion that the opposition did not even stick around in the chamber for. It is a motion 
that saw the member for Carine embarrass the Liberal Party with some of his outrageous claims about homelessness 
in this state, so much so that the frontbench wanted him to sit down. Again, we have had another shallow motion from 
the opposition, when this government is doing all it can to drive jobs and opportunities for all Western Australians. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ms M.J. Davies Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
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Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. Hughes Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
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Ms J.M. Freeman Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms A. Sanderson  
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Question thus negatived.  
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